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STAT

16 December 1559

MEMCORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTCR

SUBJECT: NIE 11-8-59: Seviet 1lities for Strategic
Atteck Through Nid-1965

1. The only oritical issus in NIE 11.8.59 £s the
gstimate regarding the probable Soviet ICEM program. The
essentiel discussion on this point is in Bection V, pp. 3l-bk.
Ihis discussion ie supperted by the general considerations
adduced 1in Section I (pp. 1l-4), the reqiiremsnts caleulations
sumarized in Section IV (pp. Z1-30), and the detalled
explanatiens provided in Annexes C, D, and 2 (pp. 62-98).

2, The Alr Force eounter-oatimate is not cemparable to
ours and no reconelliation is possible., They are talking in
terme of & Soviet ICEM radically different from that estimated
by the rest of the Coamminity and preceed on the basis of a
radically different estimate of foviet valuez and intentioma,
Flease se2 our briefing note dated 14 December, paras. 1l-7
{athached).
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3. The rest of the Commmnity concurs in our estimate.
The treuble with State is & vague matter of rheteric vhieh
ve i;tem been unsble, as yet, te get State to express in
ressonsble terms. See sur L4 Decarber briefing note, pera. 8.

k., There are many inefdental issues ragarding missile
leunching submarines snfi bombers wvhich we hope teo get
cleaned up in a represuntatives’ meeting on Thursdsy.

Pedbey of the Bosrd
Bational Estimates
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